[image: image1.png]e





The NEPN Sample Policies Database                 
· As of July 1, 2011 the database is exclusively for the use of state school boards association staff.

· It is located on the NSBA website at 

http://www.nsba.org/Board-Leadership/Governance/Policies   Just click on NEPN Online Policy Database.  (Due to technical issues, at the present time you may need to log out of the NSBA system and then log in to the policies database using your same ID and password.   SORRY!)

·  The database currently contains about 1,765 policies; it is updated monthly by Dottie Gray (as time permits); and the sample policies come from AASPS group discussions, school districts that have agreed to share their policies, and occasionally, internet searches.  The database has received about 2,700 hits since the beginning of this year.

· AASPS members said the following in a survey about the NEPN database done last year (total respondents = 32):
1. 5/8 of respondents use the database weekly, monthly, or a few times per year.
2. 2/3 of respondents said the database was very useful, somewhat useful, or slightly useful in terms of its value to their work.

3. 2/3 of respondents said they permit their policies to be added to the database.

4. 3/8 of the respondents had concerns about National Affiliate districts having access to the database.  (Note: That access ends with the current fiscal year.)

5. In the “additional comments” section, some asked about the process of updating the database and/or recommended ways to make the database more useful—mainly by increasing and updating the collection of sample policies.

· NEXT STEPS:   NSBA has budgeted for the hosting and maintenance of the NEPN database for the coming year.  During that time the AASPS group, in consultation with your state association execs, will need to determine whether this is indeed a useful benefit and should be continued—and if so, in what manner—or whether it should be discontinued.    (One possible alternative could be the AASPS NSBA Connect e-library.)
As your NSBA Liaison, I’m always here to help, as needed.    

Dottie Gray
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