INFORMATION AND GUIDELINES FOR THE INTRODUCTION OF SERVICE DOGS INTO THE SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT

Service dogs have been attending school with their disabled partners since 1975.  These dogs have proven to be a tremendous asset to their partners while in school environments and have demonstrated the ability to enrich the educational experience for those individuals in many ways.

We strongly encourage authorized graduates to  make whatever arrangements necessary to allow the Service dog to accompany them to the classroom.  Service dogs are justified on the grounds that school prepares a child to function in life.  Since a child with a disability needs to explore ways to more independence and self-sufficiency, the dog is an asset.  The dog is a tool for this; it decreases the disability of the child and represents the child on a more equal basis.  By using the Service dog, the child is not forced into the position of being “taken care of” by school staff or by other children.  This “taking care” places the child with a disability in an “inferior” position.  The justification of an Service dog as a tool for independence is as valid as the justification for an electric wheelchair.

COMMON QUESTIONS AND CONCERNS REGARDING A SERVICE DOG IN SCHOOL

1.  Why does a student with a disability need an Service dog in school?

Service dogs are trained to assist the student with a disability in many different ways.  The use of the Service dog will vary according to the disability of the student.  However, commonforms of Service include:


*  picking up dropped items such as pencils and books


*  Assisting the disabled child by opening doors


*  Pulling a wheelchair, providing the child with greater mobility

*  Barking to bring Service to the child if he/she is injured or    

    incapacitated while on school grounds


*  Assisting the hearing impaired child by indicating sounds

*  Providing self-confidence, a sense of responsibility and greater self-  

    esteem, elements essential to the child’s overall successful participation 

    in the educational process.

2.  How  will the dog behave in school?

This is a highly skilled, professionally trained dog, who will remain on lead and on duty throughout the school day.  This animal has been specially trained to be quiet and well behaved in public environments and should remain at the student’s side or sleep under the desk at all times.

3.  What happens if the dog misbehaves?
No child will be authorized to have an Service dog in school unless that child is capable of monitoring and controlling the animal’s behavior.  However, any misbehavior on the dog’s part should result in appropriate disciplinary action directed toward the child, who is responsible for the dog’s behavior.  

The one form of discipline NEVER undertaken is to remove the dog from the student.  For the student, the dog’s function is similar to that of a crutch or wheelchair.  The dog must NEVER be handled by anyone other than the student.
4.  Where will the dog go to the bathroom?
In most cases, the dog will do its toileting at home before and after school.  However, if the dog does need to toilet during school hours, this should take place during lunch or recess in a predetermined out-of-the-way area. Note: Any such area must be accessible to the student!

5.  Isn’t it against the law to have a dog at school?
No.  Federal Law (the Americans with Disabilities Act) and most states have passed legislation recognizing Service dogs and giving them the legal right to access anywhere the general public is allowed.  In addition, PL94-142 indicates that a student may have the right to utilize Service dog in order to receive the maximum benefit possible from the educational setting.  

6.  Who will feed, water and care for the dog  while at school?
A student will not be authorized to take a dog to school unless that student was capable of being totally responsible for the care and management of the dog.  No feeding will be done during the school day, however, water and toileting breaks may be needed.  These should not interfere with the classroom activities and the child should be instructed to take care of the dog’s needs at the usual scheduled break times.

7.  What happens if the dog bites someone at school?
Since 1975, there has never been such an incident.  Service dogs are extremely well-trained and non-aggressive animals.  In spite of this remarkably good record, it is a matter of common sense that your insurance carrier be made aware of the presence of an Service animal in the school so as to prepare for any contingency.  As a precaution, ensure that all students have been sternly told not to touch or harass the dog.  Even the nicest dog may be upset by inappropriate provocation.  

8.  What if a student is allergic to the dog?
While this is a possibility, the issue has never arisen before.  Should it occur, arrange to have the dog moved as far away from the allergic child as possible.  If a student has a serious allergy problem, a change in class schedule should be considered.  The Americans with Disabilities Act says that no person partnered with an Service dog shall be denied access because of an allergy.  In an effort to weed out those who would use allergy as an excuse to get rid of a dog, by law, the person claiming allergy must prove they are allergic to all dogs, in all situations, every time and that the allergic reaction is life-threatening.   Most people who are allergic, are allergic to dog dander, not commonly found on Service dogs who are clean and well-groomed at all times.  

9.  Won’t the dog distract the other children?
Yes, at first.  However, the novelty will wear off and the Service dog soon becomes just a routine member of the student body.

10.  How can we help facilitate a smooth introduction of the Service dog into the school environment?
We recommend that the student partnered with the dog be allowed to accustom the dog to the school before school starts by visiting school during summer and practicing with doors or doing other tasks the dog will have to perform during school.  When school begins in September, we recommend that the student be introduced to the entire student body and staff at an assembly and that some simple information and instruction be given regarding the dog on campus.  Important points to cover are as follows:

a.  This is a working dog, not a class playmate.  It is here to help its partner and should be treated with respect and kindness.

b.  The dog is not allowed to play or run free on the playground.  Any students who would like to meet or interact with the dog should ask permission from the student prior to touching or petting the animal.

c.  No one is allowed to pet or interact with the Service dog when on duty.  This specifically applies to in-class time, when the dog is to be under the direct control of the student with the disability.

d.  It should be made clear to the student body that any students caught teasing or harassing the Service dog in any way will receive disciplinary measures.  It is against the law to harass an Service dog.

e.  It should be emphasized that the dog is not to be fed while at school.  The dog is on a well-balanced diet and treats or snacks will upset its digestion. (What goes in, must come out!)  

f.  Lastly, students should understand that a Service dog on campus is a privilege which they should all enjoy.  The students should feel that they are a part of a special and unique program, rather than feeling that the disabled student has received some unfair benefit or treat.

1
1

